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These two articles were passed to me by
Col John Sowers, HQ MAC/DE, with the
attached note while I was at MAC TDY.

I think either one of the articles would
be appropriate for reprinting in the
Herald and it would certainly show folks
that people outside of just the local
area took note of and learned from the
accident. The families might also
appreciate a copy.
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-CARGO PLANE CRASHES An extraction parachute deploys from a crashing C-130 durmg a tank-droppmg

demonstration at Fort Bragg, N.C., on Wednesday.

Cargo plane crashes,
Fort Bragg maneuver':

FORT BRAGG, N.C. (AP) — | .. The plane was displaﬁing a

- C-130 cargo plane performing a Cargo plane téchnique:in which a parachute is

tank-dropping maneuver crashed crash A _Jused to pull a tank or other vehi-

and burned on & dirt runway || " cle out the rear cargo door while

Wednesday. killing five service- ‘the plane is only a few feet off-the

_men but stopping 100 yards short . . groundgofficials said. The maneu-
“"of bleachers filled with spectaters.. Htv:teo‘v;r c{»’;;éfi‘l’ll Wf in 1:;’1;; ngng '

* Four of six Air Force crewmen - ~ Alrborne . Division troopers, was

- <on the plane were killed, as well as ?en to the public.

-.an Army soldier on the ground,
--~gaid Capt. Brian Irving of Pope Air
¢, Force Base, where the four-engine
! turboprop was based.

Sam Houston, Texas.

Irving said the soldier killed on

the ground was one of two men in

.a military vehicle hit by the plane
-after it skidded 1,000 yardsdowna-
dirt runaway and into some trees. . :did-not. Then, the aircraft went
He said he did not know what ha

pened to the second man.

Irving said three crewmen
‘were taken by helicopter to Wo-
?‘ mack Community Hospital at Fort
i ‘Bragg. Sgt. Lori Cogan of the Fort
Bragg Public Affairs Office later-
»said one of those crewmen had
died ‘The two surviving crewmen
were being transferred to Fort
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Capt. Donald ‘Sensing of the
publlc information office at-Pope -
Afr Force Base, where the plane is
" based, said landin gear is always
extended for the maneuver andg it
was not unusual for the wheels to
hit the ground.

“*We really saw what it didn’t
o said. “The aircraft
should have gained altitude, but it

out of gight and the next thing we

P
B CBAW, wgsaball of fire.”
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pictures always got me going. I always wanted to fly.
You needed a BA (bachelor of arts) to be a pilot. The
next thing would be a flight engineer.”

Holmes initially was trained as a crew chief and flew
on a KC-135 tanker at Castle, Calif., with the 93rd
Bombardment Wing, he said. The Air Force requires
airmen to be non-commissioned officers with three
years of maintenance experience before training to
become a flight engineers, he said. ‘

~  “Nobody really knows what he does,” Holmes said of
flight engineers. “The pilots get the glory.”

Before flying, Holmes checks for hydraulic leaks and
makes sure the batteries are charging properly, he said.
In flight, he computes cruise data and monitors fuel,
electrical panel, pressurization panel and anti-icing
systems, he said. After the flight, he completes forms
about flight data for maintenance personnel.

“I don’t think I ever talked to anybody who is a flight
engineer and didn’t like the job,” he said. “It’s one of the
few jobs enlisted (personnel) can have and fly and use
their head. You've constantly got to be thinking about
A what’s going on about you.”
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required for takeoff and data for flying with three
engines, he said.

“This airplane flies very well with three engines,” he
said. “I want four of them out there turning, but it flies
well with three.”

- The flight engineer sits behind the pilots, and part of
the job is talking to the other crew members about
flying conditions, he said.

“We use a lot of charts,” he said. “Different cargoes
go on the aircraft. We figure what the engines can
perform at. You take weights, pressure, altitude and
temperatures into consideration for engine perfor-
mance.”

Holmes said he is looking forward to further
challenges in his career.

“I want to get more into the special operations side
of flying,” he said. “That seems to be the next challenge
for me. They go to different places. If push came to
shove, it would be special operations who would be
going in first.” i

And he wants to remain in his field after he leaves
the military, he said.

“T’d like to be a flight engineer for a commercial
airline when I retire,” Holmes said. “I don’t see I'd be
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